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D.C. police say 
4 die in siege 


Rep. Jason Crow, D-Colo., center, comforts Rep. Susan Wild, D-Pa., while taking cover Wednesday on the House floor. Ms. Wild was evacuated safely. 


Hours before 

breach, Trump 
railed agains 
Pa. vote count 


By Daniel Moore 
and Julian Routh 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


WASHINGTON — In a 
speech hours before his sup- 
porters stormed the U.S. Capitol 
complex on Wednesday, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump went ona ti- 
rade about Pennsylvania's pres- 
idential election — laden with 
unsubstantiated allegations of 
voter fraud that were refuted by 
the state — that lawmakers and 
experts say was indicative of 
the rhetoric that riled up the 
mob that breached the coun- 
try’s most hallowed legislative 
chambers. 

‘The president's supporters, 
many of them armed and de- 
stroying property, forced the 
chaotic adjournment of a joint 
session of Congress, which had 
met to certify the Electoral Col- 
lege vote in favor of President- 
elect Joe Biden. 

Mr. Trump's baseless claims 
that he won the Keystone 
State’s 20 electoral votes have 
been supported in recent weeks 
by the bulk of Pennsylvania's 
GOP congressional delegation, 
which planned to file objections 
to the state’s certification dur- 
ing Wednesday’s session. 


SEE STATE, PAGE A-6 


Trump supporters, spurred by fraud 
claims, force lawmakers to evacuate 


Post-Gazette wire services 


WASHINGTON — A violent 
mob of Donald Trump supporters 
stormed the U.S. Capitol on Wed- 
nesday, pounding on the door of 
the House chamber as lawmakers 
huddled inside and strolling across 
the Senate floor carrying signs pro- 
testing the election of Joe Biden. It 
was an extraordinary security 
breach spurred by the president's 
continuing claims of polling fraud. 

As the protesters pushed their 
way deeper into the building, Capi- 
tol Police shot and killed a woman 
later identified as Ashli Babbitt, a 
Californian who served four tours 
with the Air Force and wasa “high 
level security official.” KUSI News 
in San Diego reported that her hus- 
band confirmed her death. 

She was one of four people who 
died during the occupation of the 
Capitol, Washington, D.C., Police 
Chief Robert Contee said late Wed- 
nesday. The other three were vic- 
tims of “medical emergencies,” the 
chiefsaid without elaboration. 

Police said both law enforce- 
ment and Trump supporters de- 
ployed chemical irritants during 
the occupation of the Capitol build- 
ing before it was cleared Wednes- 
day evening. 

D.C. police also said a pipe bomb 
was recovered outside Republican 
National Committee headquarters 
anda suspicious package was found 
outside the Democratic National 


Julio Corte/Associated Press 


Trump supporters try to break through a police barrier Wednesday at the 


Capitol in Washington. 


* Twitter freezes Trump's account for 12 hours, may kick him off, A-4 

* Biden condemns mob, calls for a “return to decency,” A-5 

* People around the world react to American chaos with alarm, grief. A-5 
* Senate control flips to Democrats with Ossoff, Wamock’s Ga. wins, A-6 
* Across U.S., protesters storm Statehouses, A-6 


Committee headquarters. Both are 
near the Capitol. Police also found a 
cooler that contained long gun and 
a Molotov cocktail on Capitol 
grounds. 


The invasion forced the House 
and Senate to abruptly stop their 
debate over the formal counting 


Tom Williams/CQ Roll Call via AP 


Congress 
reconvenes 
to certify 
Biden victo 


Post-Gazette wire services 


‘Members of Congress, shaken 
and angry after a violent assault 
on the US. Capitol by a mob of 
President Donald Trump's sup- 
porters, moved closer late Wed- 
nesday to putting a final stamp 
on President-elect Joe Biden’s 
victory and bringing an end toa 
historically turbulent post-lec- 
tion period. 

‘The ceremonial reading of the 
electoral votes had only just be- 
gun when pro-Trump rioters 
rushed the building about 2 p.m., 
forcing the evacuation of both 
chambers of Congress. For 
hours, rioters rampaged 
through the Capitol complex. 
One woman was fatally shot in 
thebuilding. 

Only after the D.C. National 
Guard had been activated and 
political leaders in both major 
political parties condemned the 
riotingand appealed for calm did 
authorities declare that the Capi- 
tolwassecure. 

Congress reconvened in the 
evening, with lawmakers decry- 
ing the protests that defaced the 
Capitol and vowing to finish con- 
firming the Electoral College 


SEE CAPITOL, PAGE A-4 
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